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ST. PETERSBURG – Walking
into Pinellas Park High School,
Dalon Wilson was a shy, unmotivated, young man full of apprehension about being a freshman. He
was not in middle school anymore
where he was the big man on campus.
His freshman season of football
was eye-popping, if not alarming.
The team started off with more than
150 players at practice, all trying out
for a position on the junior varsity
team. By the time the first game
came around, the number was down
to about 50. Many of the freshmen
who played little league football
found it difficult adjusting to the demands of high school sports.
Pinellas Park’s first game of the
season against Gibbs High School
went well for Dalon. He was excited
about recording two big sacks. The
rest of the year was much of the
same, and he earned a spot on the

ST. PETERSBURG – Destiny
McCullum leaves a royal legacy as
she is now a 2018 Gibbs High
School graduate. Humbled by her
achievement, she will never forget
the journey it took to get to that
very moment.
As a child, Destiny struggled to
stay focus on the task at hand.
When it came to doing her homework, she would find other things
to do. It was a constant struggle
and one that needed to be addressed.
In her first year at a fundamental middle school, she experienced
a few challenges.
“I didn’t do my homework on
time; there were no signatures
from my mother on my work, and
I intentionally avoided having conversations about school,” she recalled.
In the seventh grade, Destiny
made a decision to take her aca-

ST. PETERSBURG – Good,
better, best. Never let it rest until
your good becomes your better
and your better becomes your
best. These are the words Kaziyah
Thomas, 2018 graduate of St. Petersburg High School, holds dear
to her heart as a testimony and reflection of her journey.
It took lots of hard work, dedication and time for the graduate to
get where she is now. The road to
her current destination has been
bumpy and full of obstacles. To
some, it may have seemed unbearable, but not to Kaziyah; she kept
on pushing.
“When she puts her mind to it,
she is unstoppable,” said Kamika
Idom, head basketball coach at St.
Pete High. “She has a strong foundation, and she has her own mind.
She’s going to do well.”
Kaziyah recalls her first day of
middle school, stepping into a new

ST. PETERSBURG – Morgan
State University in Baltimore
and the MEAC football conference will soon know what everybody in St. Pete is already aware
of: Jordan Presley is an extraordinary young man.
Entering high school from a
small middle school can be a
shock to a 14-year-old student.
High schools are much larger
than the average middle school,
so a student who left the eighth
grade with 700 students will
walk into a scary situation as a
freshman dealing with 2,000
kids.
Nonetheless, high school is
where you create the best memories and learn to cherish those
special moments like prom or
grad bash.
“I can remember my first day
as a little freshman vividly. I remember exactly what I wore,
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Young entrepreneurs are Shark Tank Lite winners
Photo credit All Photos Considered

COMMUNITY

BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

NEWS
PAGES 2 - 11, 14

CHURCH NEWS
PAGES 12 - 13

ST. PETERSBURG – Pinellas
Technical College was the scene
of 15 graduates of the newly established 2020 CATCH Lite program
presenting
their
entrepreneurial business plans
and projects to a roomful of attendees as they competed for financial awards to help them
further their business ventures.
The May 23rd event was
based on the Emmy award-winning reality show Shark Tank®
and offered the young entrepreneurs an opportunity to practice
their public presentations as they
outlined the financial details and
strategies for business growth.
Each participant had three
minutes to present slides, ex-

plain charts and pitch sample
products before a panel of five
judges, supportive family members, friends, mentors and
members of the business community.
The future tycoons, ranging
in age from 17 to 24, spent a rigorous nine weeks in the 2020
Catch Lite program during intensive business development
and training sessions.
Showcasing projects, including educational services,
makeup and skincare products,
a children’s entertainment business, social media management, mobile detailing and a
cell phone repair business, the
three minutes whizzed by.
Each entrepreneur raced the
clock to offer the most comprehensive and financially sensible

business plan and outlined future prospects before the threeminute stop sign was lifted.
Unisha Bullard, the 21-yearold educator behind Divide and

Conquer Tutoring, LLC, said
that being an older sibling
pushed her to start her tutoring
service.

We Value Diversity | We Value Education | We Value History
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com • 727-896-2922

See SHARK, page 14
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Breaking
the Cycle

Visionary
Brief
by Keisha Bell, Esq.

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

She focused

Prayer Done the Right Way – Part 2

Have you ever taken some time to
reflect upon your life and thought:
“WOW! How did I make it through all
of that?”
After all, the statistics said you were
doomed to fail. Naysayers seemed to be
on every other block. Attempting to
achieve success at times left you only
with: “At least I tried.”
How did she make it through all of
that? She focused.
Meet Jacqueline Joyner-Kersee, a
track and field Olympian. In total, she
won three gold, one silver and two
bronze Olympic medals in the heptathlon and long jump. During the 1986
Goodwill Games, Joyner-Kersee was
the first woman to score over 7,000
points in a heptathlon event.
Continuing to make history, in the
1988 Summer Olympics Joyner-Kersee
set the still-standing heptathlon world
record of 7,291 points. There she also
became the first American woman to
earn a gold medal in the long jump, as
well as the first American woman to win
a gold medal in the heptathlon.
Joyner-Kersee was born March 3,
1962, in East Saint Louis, Ill. Like so
many other cities in the 1960s, East
Saint Louis had become significantly
and adversely impacted by violence, a
poor economy and the construction of
freeways that broke up neighborhoods
and well-functioning community networks. East Saint Louis continues to rebound.
As a high school athlete, JoynerKersee qualified for the finals in the
long jump at the 1979 Olympic Trials.
She attended the University of California at Los Angeles where she was a star
student-athlete, participating in track
and field and in basketball. After graduation and in addition to being an international track and field athlete, she
played pro basketball for the then
American Basketball League’s Richmond Rage team.
Overcoming numerous obstacles,
Joyner-Kersee went on to be voted “the
Greatest Female Athlete of All-Time” by
“Sports Illustrated for Women” magazine. Currently, she is on the board of
directors for USA Track and Field.

Having seen the world and received
numerous awards and acknowledgments, Joyner-Kersee maintained her
desire to help others. She is an active
philanthropist in the areas of racial
equality, women’s rights, and education.
In 1988, she founded the Jackie
Joyner-Kersee Foundation. Through it
and in 2011, she partnered with Comcast and created the Internet Essentials
program, which provides low-cost laptops and high-speed internet service to
low-income Americans for a small
monthly fee.
Similarly, in 2008 she co-founded the
Athletes for Hope with a number of
other well-known athletes. It is a charitable organization of professional athletes who get involved in philanthropic
causes while at the same time operate
to inspire non-athletes to support their
communities via volunteering. JoynerKersee also works with the U.S. Department of Agriculture and Farm
Foundation to promote the availability
and consumption of healthy foods by
Americans.
Who would have thought that a
young girl, born in East Saint Louis, Ill.,
would accomplish all that this woman
has?
She did.
How?
She focused.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

Praise the Lord
Saints.
Prayer is our communication to the God we
serve. Prayer should not
be a chore but a joy, just
as you love to talk with
someone that interests
you, that you love, and
you want to grow in a relationship with.
Prayer is not necessarily worship but it is an
essential element to our
Christian life. Our relationship toward God is
sustained and strengthened by our prayer, as
His relationship toward
us is sustained by His
word through His spirit.
If we are going to
spend serious time in
prayer, we need to first
put some things in order.
We need to have our own
heart searched out; any
unforgiveness or resentment is to be dealt with.
Any sin we may be
practicing needs to be repented of. We need to be
cleansed before we enter
the holy place. We come
to him on the basis of the
blood of Christ.
Any prideful attitude
needs to be humbled by
exercising our will and
come to God in total dependence on his mercy
and His grace. When we
pray we should not just
be speaking, but be still
enough to listen, as the
Lord through His spirit
may lead us to a scripture. It may be for us, it
may be for another in
showing us how to pray.
We find the Holy
Spirit in Rom. 8:14-15
leads us to cry out Abba.
Gal 4.6: Because you are
sons, God has sent forth
the Spirit of his Son into
your hearts, (the Spirit)
cry’s out, ‘Abba, Father.
He is another advocate to our relationship to
God by prayer. There is
no evidence in scripture
that anyone prayed or
worshipped the Holy
Spirit unless he is included in worship with

the triune God.
It is the Spirits ministry that brings one to
Christ. The Holy Spirit
has a different position
functioning in a submissive role to Christ just as
Christ was in a submissive position to the Father on Earth.
Likewise the Spirit
does the same, taking a
subordinate role to both
Christ and the Father
when He is sent to earth
(Jn.16:13). His purpose is
not to bring attention to
himself but to the Son.
We may have a list of
needs to pray on but
there should be room for
the Holy Spirit to show
us how to pray. We are to
be led by the spirit in our
prayers to know the will
of God, in other words
we need to be flexible. In
this way we may not always have the knowledge in praying for a
specific request but trust
in the Holy Spirits leading.
If we are speaking to
God and being influenced by His spirit then
our prayer will never be
self-centered or on
things not pertaining to
his kingdom. On one
hand we submit our
hopes, our needs.
On the other hand,
we need to examine our
motives and God’s will in
a given situation. The
longing desire of our
heart has to be what
Christ would want done
or the prayer does not
rise to him to even be
considered. If we pray as
Jesus would then we
should
expect
our
prayers to be answered.
A study on Jesus and the
apostle’s prayers is helpful in understanding and
training oneself in prayer.
Prayer is the means
in which God gets His
will done on earth, not
the means in which man
gets his will done in
heaven.
James 5:17-18 tells us:

Elijah was a man with
a nature like ours, and he
prayed earnestly that it
would not rain; and it did
not rain on the land for
three years and six
months. And he prayed
again, and the heaven
gave rain, and the earth
produced its fruit.”
It wasn’t Elijah’s asking that accomplished
this but it was God answering his request because it was his will; He
had a purpose in it. God
can take away things by
our praying and affect
people and nations and
He can add things and
bless them. He can do
beyond even what we
ask for as we are under a
covenant of grace. He
can and does miracles for
his namesake.
We cannot limit God
in our prayer nor can we
command him or control
him what to do what we
would like by our request. Ps.145:18: “the
Lord is near to all those
who call upon him, to all
who call upon him in
truth.”
I Jn.3:22-24: And
whatever we ask we receive from Him, because
we keep His commandments and do those
things that are pleasing
in His sight. And this is
His commandment: that
we should believe on the
name of His Son Jesus
Christ and love one another, as He gave us
commandment. Now he
who keeps His commandments abides in
Him, and He in him.
Notice if we keep his
commandments do what
is right, we will have our
prayers answered. In
Isa.65:24, God says: Before they call I will answer, while they are still
speaking I will hear.
He loves to respond
to what we ask.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Elder Dr. Robert L.
Harrison
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COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Race, Poverty, and Public Policy’: A community dialogue
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The University of South
Florida St. Petersburg’s
Open Partnership Education Network hosted a
community conversation
and reception for Dr.
Jamila Michener, assistant professor of government
at
Cornell
University. She presented
an in-depth examination
of the stubborn persistence of poverty in communities of color, and the
policies that exacerbate
these problems.
Michener’s research
and writings have often focused on neighborhoods,
poverty and political engagement.
“A lot of the work I do
is about people and policy
and what happens when
they come together —
and what that means for
democratic participation,”
she said.
With a presentation of
slides that drew a grave
picture of the still alarming disparities in poverty,
education,
unemployment, homeownership, income
and
wealth,
Michener’s graphs all
began with the common
theme: race matters in
America.
In each graph, the impact of race on economic
stability and opportunity
revealed stark and almost
mind-boggling
differences in the fortunes of
African and Latino Americans when compared to
their white counterparts.

Some markers of inequity revealed:
• In 2016, white families held 10 times more
wealth than African-American families and eight
times more wealth than
Latino families.
• African Americans
were 2.8 times more likely
to be denied for a home
loan; Latinos were two
times more likely.
• When approved,
African Americans and
Latinos were 2.4 times
more likely to receive a
subprime loan than white
applicants.
• Even African-American and Latino families
making
more
than
$200,000 annually were
more likely on average to
receive a subprime loan
than a white family making less than $30,000 a
year.
• African-American
applicants had to search
twice as long as equally
qualified white applicants
before receiving a callback or job offer from an
employer.
As she shared the
grim statics, Michener acknowledged, “I don’t have
all the answers — these
are issues that are large
and complex.”
Her recently published book “Fragmented
Democracy: Medicaid,
Federalism, and Unequal
Politics” covers research
she gathered while interviewing people in the
south and west sides of
Chicago.
“I was talking to low-

income black and brown
people about what matters to them in their lives,
how the government became a part of their lives.
A lot of people were talking about healthcare; I
didn’t bring it up, they did.
I realized it matters to
folks — being able to
have access healthcare
and making sure that
healthcare was accessible
to their children.”
The book outlines
how experiences with
Medicaid vary drastically
from state to state, so the
ordeals we have in Florida
will look significantly different from people living
in Georgia or California.
Michener said the
book explores what these
differences mean for democratic citizenship, “what
it means for political belonging, and ultimately
what it means that the
most vulnerable among
us who rely on this program in order to have access to what I think is a
basic human right —
which is healthcare —
end up having experiences that can sometimes
undermine democracy.”
As well as teaching
and doing advocacy work
with local prisons, Michener sits on the board of
Cornell’s Prisoner Education Program, one of the
largest prisoner education
programs in the country.
She shared her personal story of growing up
in Brooklyn to Caribbean
immigrant parents who
struggled in a rough

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
A Public Hearing will be held by the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners in
the Board Assembly Room on the fifth floor of the Pinellas County Courthouse, 315 Court
Street, Clearwater, Florida, beginning at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 19, 2018, to obtain
citizen views on the Fiscal Year 2018-2019 Annual Action Plan submission. The Annual
Action Plan is Pinellas County’s application for Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) and Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) funds and the Pinellas County Consortium’s
annual application for HOME Investment Partnerships (HOME) funds.
The anticipated allocation for Pinellas County’s CDBG and ESG Programs and the
Consortium’s HOME Program for 2018-2019 is $5,044,580, which includes grant funds to
be received from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development as well as
anticipated program income. The Consortium consists of Pinellas County, acting in its
capacity as an Urban County, and the City of Largo.
Persons are advised that, if they decide to appeal any decision made at this hearing, they
will need a record of the proceedings, and, for such purposes, they may need to ensure that
a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and
evidence upon which the appeal is based.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate
in this hearing, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance.
Should you need assistance, please contact the Office of Human Rights, 400 S. Fort Harrison
Avenue, 5th Floor, Clearwater, FL 33756 (727) 464-4062 (V/TDD).

neighborhood and related the impact of New
York’s first and only
African-American mayor,
David Dinkins, on her
outlook.
During grad school,
while Michener was
struggling with insecurities and feeling alienated
as a woman of color in a
mostly white institution,
her mother told she
needed to pull it together
and that she was born to
do what she was doing.
Her mother sent her a
letter she had written to
Mayor Dinkins when she
was only eight years old:
“My name is Jamila. I
wish I could have voted
for you, but I am too
small. Many people hate
me because I am black.
You are trying to stop that
and also drugs…give me
a call. I will help you.”
Her passion for bringing the conversations and
research of the academic
world into the real word
is evidenced by her role
as an area director of the
Scholars Strategy Network, an organization
whose aim is to bring the
findings of academics and
researchers to people outside of academia.
“We basically take
what academics do at
places like Cornell and its
Ivory Tower and try to
connect it to real people
and real places — so
we’re not just publishing
articles and working at
fancy universities for no
reason, but that it’s actually connected to the

Political Science Assistant Professor Dr. Jamila
Michener from Cornell University spoke at
Pinellas Technical College May 9.

world and matters to people.”
At the community
presentation held at Pinellas Technical College,
Michener did just that,
stressing that political engagement and conversations around race, poverty
and public policy are as
vital today as they have
ever been.
“We live in a country

that necessitates that we
talk about race and
poverty, and we think
about how those things
are shaped and influenced
by public policy. It matters
on a large, national level,
but it also matters on the
stuff of our daily lives.”
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
FOR DEVELOPMENT OF CITY-OWNED PROPERTY
LOCATED WITHIN THE INNOVATION DISTRICT
Notice is hereby given, that the CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG (“City”) invites proposals from qualified
persons or entities interested in developing the city-owned property located at the Southwest corner
of 4th Street South and 11th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida, in the City's Innovation District.
Additional information is included in the Request For Proposal document which can be obtained by
visiting www.stpete.org/realestate and following the appropriate link under “Requests for Proposal /
Solicitations”. Proposals must be delivered not later than 10:00 A.M. EDT, July 30, 2018 to City of
St. Petersburg, Real Estate and Property Management, Municipal Services Center, One – 4th Street
North-9th Floor, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701. Proposals received after the specified time and date
for any reason will NOT be considered.
The CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG shall consider all qualified proposals and may accept such proposal
as it deems to be in the public interest.

Top Ladies of Distinction, Inc. St. Petersburg Chapter
Honoring Educators:
Impacting Lives, Times and our Community
SATURDAY, June 2, 2018 • 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
PASADENA YACHT AND COUNTRY CLUB
6300 PASADENA POINT BLVD, GULFPORT, FL 33707
DONATION: $45.00 LADY NAOMI NESBITT PRESIDENT
To purchase tickets call 727-460-9325
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A life changing experience

Never forget the journey
MCCULLUM , from front page

WILSON, from front page

varsity roster for his sophomore year.
“I worked hard all spring
to make sure I secured a
spot,” stated Dalon, adding
that his mom transferred
him to Lakewood High
School where he could follow in the footsteps of other
family members who graduated from “Hollywood
High.”
“I had to make a decision
that would be best for
Dalon,” said his mom
Michelle Mann. “I felt that
he would benefit from more
role models and not just football.”
Mann knew that the
head football coach at Lakewood had an excellent reputation for working with
African-American boys and
challenging them to be prepared to go to the next level
in life.
“I felt that this move was
best for my child,” said
Mann, adding that her fiancé, David Brown, was instrumental in Dalon’s
athletic and academic success.
“My first day on the
scene was summer football
practice where I met Coach
[Cory] Moore and his staff.
He told me that ‘we love the
grind over here at Lakewood.’”
The next few weeks before the season started were
treacherous and gruesome
for Dalon. There were times
where he wanted to give up
because he didn’t have any
fight left in him; then came a
defining moment in his life.
The morning of the first
home game on the Spartans
field, Dalon learned that he
was not academically ineligible for the 2015-16 football
year. Stunned! If he wanted
to play the game he loved so
much, he would have to improve his grades.

This was a life-changing
experience and propelled
Dalon to grind in the classroom during the spring.
“Once I became eligible,
I instantly fell in love with the
program at Lakewood.
Everybody around me was
my brother and felt like I
could trust. It’s what Coach
Moore expects from his
players,” said Dalon.
He started his junior
year off with big expectations and made first start on
a varsity depth chart on the
defensive line. Beast mode
ready, Dalon remembered
the big man on campus feeling of middle school. He was
getting close to that level
until reality set in.
“My first game starting
was against the Jacksonville
Bolles where I faced a 6’5,
300-pound tackle who
buried me in the dirt first
play of the game,” Dalon explained. “My coach pulled
me the next play and told
me: ‘Son, you have a lot of
work to do!’”
Dalon worked hard in
practice until he got another
chance to play, which came
four games later against
Northeast High School. This
time, he stayed on his feet
and had five solo tackles, two
sacks and one quarterback
hurry. He had proven his
point.
After football season,
Dalon joined the wrestling
team. It was his first year on
the mat and was a learning
experience. His record of 716 indicated that he had a
long way to go to improve.
His earlier life experience reminded him that hard work
and practice could bring
great success.
The summer of his senior season came around, and
Dalon became a monster in
the weight room. He worked
hard to become a starter on

the defensive line front and
became one of the stars.
“During the season, I
lost my jewel. “My grandma
meant the most to me and
was by my side every day,”
said Dalon.
When he lost his
grandma, he felt as if a piece
of his body had been removed. He promised to
make her smile as she
watched over me.
“Without God helping
me get through the loss of
my grandma and keeping
me strong, I would have
walked away from the sport
I love.”
The remaining of the
year was excellent. Dalon
finished as one of the top five
county leaders in sacks and
led the team in TFL (tackles
for loss), QBH (quarterback
hurries) and sacks. In
wrestling, he was the top
South County wrestler in his
weight class, district champ
and regional qualifier. Dalon
ended the season with 34-11
record with 23 pins and four
technical falls.
The son of Michelle
Mann and Dwayne Wilson,
Dalon is heading to Allen
University in Columbia, S.C.,
on a scholarship. Coach
Moore made such a significant impression on his life
that he plans to become a
high school football head
coach.
If high school has taught
Dalon anything, it was that
with hard work and determination, there is nothing he
can’t accomplish.

FREE College Planning Boot Camp
for Rising High School Seniors
College Planning Expert and Author, Mychal W
Wyynn,
will guide students through:
• Choosing a topic and writing a great College Essay
• Applying for such private scholarships as the Gates,
Stamps, Jack Kent Cooke, and Ron Brown
• Identifying the best college majors
• Packaging yourself for a full college scholarship
• Getting into the country’’ss most competitive colleges
• Graduating from college with no student loan debt!
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liberal arts, research institution, HBCU, PWI, co-op
program, honors college, dual degree and more)

Don’t miss this opportunity to discover your
pathway to a full college scholarship!
Contact Dr. Lewis Brinson
Pinellas County Schools
brinsonle@pcsb.org
brinsonle@pcsb org • 727.588.6436
727 588 6436
Held at Gibbs High School
June 18 - 22 • 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
To learn more about a program
To
m that is
transforming lives, go too:
www
w..collegeplanningcohort..com

demics a little more serious. She improved her
focus and felt she was finally getting the hang of
things. Her grades began
to turn around.
“I was turning in my
work on time, my grades
improved and I finally felt
comfortable with where I
was in life,” Destiny explained, though her life
would quickly change only
a year later.
At the start of her
eighth-grade year, her
grandfather and aunt fell
sick weeks apart from one
another. Her mother had
just begun a new job and
would now split her time
between two different hospitals after work.
As a result, she wasn't
around much and would
usually arrive home after
Destiny was already
asleep. However, Destiny
was not alone. Her older
brothers were there for
support, but it wasn’t like
having her mom there to
tell her to finish her work,
study, read and prepare for
school the next day.
As time went by, things
did not get better. Her
grandfather passed away
on November 29, 2013, and

her aunt passed away only
a week later. With such
major events, Destiny
began to feel depressed.
“I felt as if my heart
was shattered,” she recalled. “It was hard for me
to keep a clean and positive mindset throughout
my eighth-grade year.”
Soon things would
change again, this time for
the better. As Destiny entered high school, she
knew it was her time to
make her family proud.
Her aunt, Shirley Proctor
Puller, was a highly recognized educator in Pinellas
County and Destiny was
determined to make her
smile.
She began setting goals
for herself, with the ultimate goal of attending college.
Destiny had quite an
eventful and accomplished
high school career. She is a
2018 graduate from the
Business, Economics and
Technology Academy at
Gibbs High School where
she also earned her Photoshop certification. She
holds the distinction of
being crowned Homecoming Queen during the
school's 90th anniversary.

“I’m not only making
good grades but also pursuing my dreams,” Destiny
said.
She has been accepted
into Florida Agricultural
Mechanical
University
where she plans to major
in business management.
After obtaining her bachelor's degree, she will pursue a degree in interior
design from Savannah College of the Arts and Design
with further plans to start
her own interior design
business.
Though the road hasn't
been easy, it has been
worth it for Destiny and
her parents, Rodney and
Juliette McCullum. She is
proof that perseverance
will bring you through any
obstacle, and you’ll never
forget the journey.
Jah’tia Haynes contributed to this story.

Good, better, best!
THOMAS, from front page

chapter of her life where
things were very different.
She would spend time figuring out who she was and
who she wanted to be -- at
least that’s what she
thought.
She attended Azalea
Middle School and found
her first group of friends.
Her early years did not
start off so well. She began
fighting, making bad
grades and became known
as a bully.
“This wasn’t how I was
raised, but because of my
surroundings, this is the
person I thought I wanted
to be,” Kaziyah recalled.
“This is one of the biggest
things I’ve had to overcome.”
A challenge indeed it
was. Kaziyah was able to
come away with lessons
that would carry her
through high school.
“The more I grow, the
more I realize that you
have to put yourself first
sometimes and reputation
is forever,” Kaziyah said.
“When you go somewhere, you make that first
time your best time. You
never want to leave a place
with a negative connotation behind your name.”
She entered the eighth

grade in 2012. That year
was significant because
that is when she lost her
grandmother. The loss
devastated her, but this
was the jolt needed for her
to do better.
Kaziyah now embraced a reason to succeed, and her life began to
change for the better. She
started to work on developing her mindset, improving the way she thought.
Her grandmother's death
gave her the motivation to
achieve.
She started by making
goals and promised herself
that she would make
honor roll every grading
period. She decreed that
she wouldn’t get into a
fight for the rest of her
time in middle school.
Since her eighth grade
year, Kaziyah stayed true
to this promise and continued to live with this same
mentality through high
school.
She has now graduated
and is more than what she
would define as successful.
She was a member of the
Gladiator basketball, softball and flag football teams.
She also received MVP in
basketball for two consecutive years and was in-

ducted into the National
Society of High School
Scholars after being recognized for her academic excellence throughout high
school.
She pushed full steam
ahead and is now preparing herself for her next
journey in life.
Her parents, Keji Gipson and Shawn Thomas,
played a huge role in her
success. Her dad helped
her balance school, basketball and a relationship with
God. As she continues her
journey, she has a few
words for those who may
walk similar paths in life.
“Don’t let anything
stop you from reaching the
goal you are trying to accomplish,”
Kaziyah
warned. “Sometimes you
have to use the worst thing
as motivation for your best
outcome.”
Jah’tia Haynes contributed to this story.
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A walk of faith
BY DEXTER MCCREE &
ALEC’A ASH

ST. PETERSBURG —
Alec’a Ash 2018 graduation is a personal testimony of walking by faith
and not by sight. Her
story is encouraging to
both parents and students.
Alec’a is an 18-year-old
graduate of the Center of
Wellness and Medical
Professions Program at
The Boca Ciega High
School, where she maintained a 3.6 weighted
grade point average while
staying active at school
and church.
As a freshman, Alec’a
would walk the halls of
Bogie in her big brother’s
shadow. He was a senior
and pushed her to join different clubs and step out
of her comfort zone and
make high school the
best years of her life.
The year after he graduated, Alec’a knew that
she had to get involved to
make sure that she would
make him and the rest of

her family proud.
“I came out of my shell
and became involved in
numerous extracurricular
activities that have helped
me to be who I am today.”
She joined the Advancement Via Individual
Determination (AVID)
program, the vocal ensemble, drama club, student
government
association,
AKA
AKAdemy, College Outreach
Program
the
Rolling Tones, an a cappella group, All-County
Women’s Chorus and was
a junior medical ambassador.
Within those activities, Alec’a was on the
AVID Leadership Board
for three years, vice president of the choral program for two consecutive
years and senior class
secretary. Academically,
she was inducted into four
honor societies: National
Honors Society, Tri-M
Music Society, International Thespian Honors
Society and Math Honors
Society.

“These positions and
being in these societies
have taught me how to be
responsible at school and
in my personal life. I wasn’t appointed a leader just
for the title; I learned that
I have to actually work
hard to make sure all of
these organizations run.”
This chanteuse was
asked to sing at the Pinellas County School Board
meeting for two years,
had multiple solos in the
choral program and appeared in her high school
musicals all four years as
the lead, supporting character or in the pit choir.
Along with her acting
skills, she has received
multiple excellent and superior ratings in solo musical performances and
large group musical performances in both state
and district thespian festivals.
Alec’a grew up attending Pentecostal Temple
C.O.G.I.C., and her parents made it their duty to
instill a firm Christian

foundation in her, which
has helped her become
the well adjusting young
lady she is today.
One scripture that has
helped her own the
straight and narrow is Jeremiah 29:11:
For I know the
thoughts that I think towards you, saith the Lord,
thoughts of peace, and
not of evil, to give you an
expected end. (KJV)
“There were multiple
times when things didn’t
go the way that I planned,
or I started to lose focus
in school, but I remembered that scripture and
continued to trust in
God.”
When Alec’a first
started high school, she
maintained honor roll
throughout her entire
freshman year. She was
driven and focused on
making good grades, but
when her sophomore
year came around, she
started to slack off.
“I allowed distractions
and my mind to make me
believe that my honors

classes were too hard, so
there was no point in even
trying.”
She started bringing
home too many Cs, which
caused her grade point
average to drop. Towards
the end of that school
year, Alec’a finally reminded herself that if she
wanted to be a pediatrician someday, she’d need
to make a change.
From that point on to
her junior year, she regained her motivation and
brought her grades up.
However, another obstacle reared its ugly head.
During her junior year
when it became time to be
inducted into the National
Honors Society, Alec’a became discouraged because she started to think
her mistakes in the past
year would cause her not
to get accepted.
“I endured, applied
and due to the favor over
my life, God granted me
induction,” Alec’a explained, adding that she
learned she needed to
just trust in God’s plan.

Alec’a, plans to attend
Saint Leo University in
the fall to major in biology
and eventually will transfer to the University of
South Florida to further
her education.
In the next 10 years,
she sees growing closer
to God and would like to
become a missionary. She
also sees herself finishing
medical school at the University of South Florida
and starting a residency,
eventually ended back up
here in St. Pete.
“I have decided that I
want to give back to the
community that had a
hand in raising me.”

play football at the collegiate level. Transferring
was a major cultural
change.
He wasn’t
thrilled about leaving a
school where he was cool
with his friends to go to
another school where he
didn’t know anyone and
95 percent of the students
were a different color.
“It was really hard for
me. The educational part
was hard to adapt to and
was more rigorous then
Lakewood,” said Jordan.
Things became even
more challenging in his

first game as a Marauder.
He tore his ACL, which
required surgery and
caused him to lose a
whole year on the field.
Up until that point, trying
to overcome a significant
injury and perform at a
level to receive a scholarship had been his biggest
challenge.
It became the driving
force in his recovery. His
motivation and hard work
helped him receive a
scholarship to play at
Morgan State University
in Baltimore.

“During my high
school career, I have been
through a lot of ups and
downs, but I made it
through.”
At Morgan State, Jordan will be majoring in
sports medicine with a
minor in the art of physical therapy. His time on
the injured list helped
him to choose a career
path. He’s passionate
about helping other athletes recover from major
injuries and getting them
back on the field, playing
the sports that they love.

Morgan State has
landed a good one in Jordan. His parents, Earl and
Safrone Presley, stand behind him 100 percent in
all of his endeavors.

A passion to recover
PRESLEY, from front page

trying to impress the
other students in this new
environment,” explained
Jordan, adding that he felt
like a little fish in a big
pond.
Jordan’s high school
career flew by very
quickly, but remembering
the significant parts in his
life just makes him smile.
During the first half of
high school, he attended
Lakewood High. During
that time, he had a diverse
group of friends who were
all shapes, sizes and color.
Many people knew him,

and it made him feel
good. At Lakewood, he
played football, basketball
and ran track.
“My good friends and
I put our blood sweat and
tears into those sports,”
stated Jordan. “I have
memories that will never
go away, and I am very
grateful that I was a part
of
Lakewood
High
School.”
In his junior year, Jordan transferred to Clearwater Central Catholic, a
small private school, to
further his opportunity to

BUILDING A

SMARTER
ENERGY FUTURE

We’re working hard to deliver the future Florida families and communities deserve, like a stronger grid for better reliability,
more clean, renewable energy and new ways for you to control your energy use now – and in the years ahead.

Here’s what our investments mean for you:
RELIABLE

CLEANER

BETTER CONTROL

• Investments to strengthen and secure the energy grid
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• New bill-lowering tools for every budget

• Better reliability and fewer/shorter outages

• Using more clean natural gas and renewables like solar

• More customer control over energy use

WWW.DUKE-ENERGY.COM//FLFUTURE
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A champion and a second chance
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG -This is the story of a
champion and a second
chance. Cameron Christian is a proud 2018 graduate of Dixie Hollins High
School; although, four
years ago you may have
thought him graduating
was impossible.
He admits he made
some bad choices, but it
was his ability to recognize
his faults and make a few
critical decisions that fueled him to change his
game plan and sprint
across that stage as a
champion.
Cameron's freshman
year at St. Pete High did
not start off on the best of
terms. Like a lot of students, he was feeding into

bad influences and skipping
classes,
which
quickly affected his academics.
“My freshman year of
high school, I did not
know what I was really
getting myself into,” said
Cameron. “I made a lot of
bad decisions in my
younger days. I ended up
failing a couple of classes,
and I did not attend summer school that summer.”
As a result, Cameron's
grade point average suffered greatly. He was entering his sophomore year
with a GPA that would not
qualify him to graduate if
he continued on the path
he was on.
“I did not notice at the
time what I was doing with
my education,” Christian
recalled. “I finally got a reality check, seeing that I

was not getting anywhere
with my actions.”
Cameron transferred
to Dixie Hollins his sophomore year and was far behind on credits. He found
himself falling back on old
habits. He continued to
skip classes and participate in activities that
would negatively affect his
education.
But, this time around
he decided to do something different. Christian
knew that if he wanted to
graduate that he needed to
have an accountability
partner. So, he sacrificed
a summer of fun with
friends and enrolled in
summer school.
This time around,
Cameron demonstrated
that he was serious about
his future.
He showed that just as

he had made decisions
that would delay his
progress, he was equally
capable of making choices
that would set his future
up for success. While in
summer school, Cameron
passed multiple tests and
classes required for him to
meet grade-level standards.
He went into his junior
year with a new outlook
and another chance to
show his skills. Unlike
past years, he was very
comfortable with his
grades.
“I stopped skipping,
and my grade point average started rising. I was on
track with my credits, and
I was set for my senior
year,” said Cameron.
Still, his work was not
complete. Although he
had made great strides in

improving his grades,
Cameron would have to
make another series of decisions that would ultimately set him up for the
win.
Determined to become the champion of his
own sport, Cameron
made a decision to forego
homecoming, prom and
hanging out with friends
to make sure he was on
track to graduate.
“I just never really got
into friends at school because I was too busy
catching up on work I
needed to do,” Christian
explained. “But my years
of high school -- without
any of that -- were still
great.”
When
Cameron
switched his tassel over at
graduation, it signified
more than just graduating;

he had beaten all odds. He
became the champion of
his own sport.
With plans to continue
his win, Cameron will become a nursery grower.
His mother Marcella
Christian and mentors
make up his team of support. He made the most of
his second chance.
Jah’tia Haynes contributed to this story.

tary of Quill & Scroll, an
international journalism
honor society, and participated in Future Business
Leadership Association
(F.B.L.A.) In the F.B.L.A.
state competition, Jiana
was recognized as one of
the top 10 journalists in
the state of Florida.
She received the All
Florida Award from the
Florida Scholastic Press
Association for a story she
wrote on Coach Necole
Tunsil, the girl’s basketball coach who also took
the reins over the swimming team. Jiana was also
recognized for “Best
Handwriting” on the Spartan News Network.
When the young journalist wasn’t writing news
stories, she was writing
for one of her challenging

classes. She maintained a
3.5 grade point average
while holding a rigorous
class schedule.
In an effort to be prepared for college, she
took two advanced placement and six honors
classes in her senior year.
Athletically,
Johnson
played middle hitter on
the varsity volleyball team
and was a varsity football
cheerleader.
In college, Jiana will
pursue a degree in English and creative writing,
and plans on joining the
school newspaper and
broadcast
journalism
team. In 10 years, look for
her to have more published books on display in
one of the homes she’ll be
selling as a real estate
agent. She’s also toying

with the idea of becoming
a life coach.
She lives by the
thought: “If anything interests you, pursue it!
Don’t let the opinions of
people you won’t see in a
few years distract you
today.”
Jiana is the daughter
of Jeanette Brantley-Johnson and Patrick Johnson.

The pursuit of a journalist
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG -When Jiana Johnson was
in kindergarten, she had a
glowing smile of confidence on her beautiful
cookie face. She also had
a gift for the written word.
She confessed to taking copy paper from her
mother’s printer — which
she was not allowed – and
writing a book about a
centipede. The details of
that story escape her, but
the experience is unforgettable.
Her method of producing her book was by writing the story over and
over on that stolen copy
paper. She then distributed a copy to each of the
students in her kinder-

garten class.
Jiana soon advanced to
producing her first newspaper. She took a sheet of
paper and folded it in half
and wrote her stories. Her
sources were taken right
off of Bay News 9 as she
watched Erica Riggins
and Al Ruechel.
Riggins was an influence on Jiana, as well as
Channel 10 News anchor
Reginald Roundtree because of the variety of stories he reports on.
No longer a kindergarten, Jiana is a 2018
graduate of Lakewood
High School and continues to create memorable
moments.
“At some point, you
have to realize that success starts with self,” she
said. “Nobody owes you

anything. You don’t deserve anything unless you
go out to get it.”
In route to graduation,
there was much that garnered her interest and put
her skills on display. Jiana
attended John Hopkins
Middle School where she
began to hone her writing
skills by joining the school
newspaper.
She was given an
award for being the “Most
Talented” reporter, and
also published her first
book entitled “About the
Necklace.”
When Jiana entered
Lakewood High School,
she continues to pursue
her love of writing. She
joined the Spartan News
Network as a writer and
later a copy editor.
She became the secre-
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Now through Aug. 10 • Registration is open for City Summer Camps with rates
as low as $ 267 for the eentire summer. Visit StPeteParksRec.org/camps or contact
727-893-7441 for more information about our camps.
Fri. June 1 • NOT MY
Y SON
S Community Canvass. This week hosted by St. Pete Sanctuary
in Childs Park, 4668 15tth A
Avve. S. Contact: Rev. Scott Stephen, 727-466-3456. “RISE
ABOVE” Safe Summerr ccampaign featuring weekly events. More info: stpete.org/MBSK.
June 4 to 14 • Learn too Swim Program. First summer session. Eight 40-minute classes
Mon-Thurs for two weeeks. $39/session. Registration open now. Y
Yoou can find a list of
all swim lessons at StPeteParksRec.org/swimlessons. All lessons taught by W
Waater
Safety Instructors certiffied by the American Red Cross. Future session dates: June 18-28;
July 2-12; July 16-26 annd July 30-Aug. 9.
Tues. June 5 • The Lauunch Reception / TTaampa Bay Regional Business Capital
Accelerator Project. 5:330 to 7:30 p.m. Gold Coast Eagle Distributors, 7051 Wireless Court,
Sarasota, FLL 34240. Start-up/Emerging/Established Small Business Owners seeking to
grow access to capital innvited to attend. Limited seating. RSVP to TTaameka Burch-Moore,
941-748-7704 ext. 1255.
Tues. June 12 • Feedinng TTaampa Bay food distribution. 4:30 to 6 p.m. Parking lot of
TTaangerine Plaza, 1794 222nd St. S. In need of food? Come to a TTaampa Bay Mobile
Pantry! Because no onee should go hungry. St. Petersburg Police Communityy Service
Officers help distribute food. Open to the public.
Sat. June 16 • Daddy-D
Daughter Dance & Dinner. 6 to 8 p.m. Lake Vista Recreation
Center, 1401 62nd A
Avve.. S. Tickets $20 per pair; $5 each additional daughter.
727-893-7744.
Tues. June 19 • CRA
A Summerr Summit. 4:30 p.m. Enoch Davis Center,
1111 18th A
Avve. S. Publicc invited to the Citizen Advisory Committee for the South
St. Petersburg Communnity Redevelopment Area meeting. Learn about recent
developments, give us your input on ways to expand or improve South St. Pete
CRA grant programs. Vissit stpete.org/CRA
July 2 • Proposals for TTaangerine Plaza development site must be delivered by 10 a.m. to
City of St. Petersburg, Real Estate and Property Management, Municipal Services Center,
One 4th St. N. – 9th Flooor, St. Petersburg, FLL 33701. RFP available online at
stpete.org/realestate unnder "Requests for Proposals / Solicitations.”
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Daddy’s girl
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG -Shantana Headley is a
self-proclaimed daddy’s
girl, and her family would
tend to agree. Opponents
on the track and basketball court, not so much.
When Shantana was a
baby, the doctor took her
out of her mother’s arms
and gave her to her
daddy. It’s a story that
she will never live down.
“My dad and I connect on another level.
Whenever we are playing
together or around each
other, it is never a dull
moment,” said Shantana.
“He is the reason that I
play tough inside in basketball.”
Her mom is no slouch
either. She has always
had Shantana’s best interest at heart. Every
scholarship meeting or
educational opportunity
that she was offered, her
mom was there to make
sure she had the tools to
succeed in life.
Both parents, Avril
and Maxine Headley,
were so proud to see
their little girl graduate
from The Boca Ciega
High School earlier this
month, and the moment
was just as special to her
brother Shayon.
“Growing up, my
brother was my best
friend and still is to this
day. I can literally go to
him about anything, and
he always has the answer.”
Her brother is the
one who pushes her to

do better in all that she
does. Shantana said she
could never do something halfway with him;
he makes her give her
all.
“And that’s how it
should be.”
In middle school, she
was not involved in
sports, but she had natural athletic skills, and her
dad and brother took notice. They encouraged
her to pick up a basketball. Once she learned to
play the game, she took it
to new heights.
As the basketball
team tryouts neared in
her freshman year, Shantana felt nervous. She
questioned if she was
good enough to make the
team since she was competing against players
who had been acquainted
with one another for
years and had built a
bond.
Her brother encouraged her to give it a shot,
so she did.
“Tryouts
came
around, and I am looking
good,” bragged Shantana. “I have a high 3.5
grade point average and I
have God on my side.”
She anxiously awaited
for head Coach Cheryl
Green to post the results
on the door. Both she
and her coach were ecstatic. Shantana went on
to become a leader in the
program, taking the Lady
Pirates to the Pinellas
County Athletic Conference District Finals four
straight years.
Her 12th-grade sea-

son had the most memorable moments for her.
As a senior leader in basketball, she was the Lady
Pirates’ leading scorer
and made the Pinellas
County All-Star team
while keeping a 3.6 grade
point average and being a
member of the National
Honors Society and Math
Honors Society.
She also volunteered
at St. Anthony’s Hospital,
South Branch Library
and the Ronald McDonald House. She is involved in AKA National
Achiever Society and
Pure Expressions Dance
Ministry.
At Bogie, she attended the Center for
Wellness and Medical
Professions where upon
graduation she obtained
her certified nursing assistant certification, received a medical magnet
diploma along with a
standard high school
diploma.
This fall, Shantana
will be heading to St. Leo
University where she will
major in healthcare management. Daddy’s girl is
growing up.
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St. Pete first grocery co-op
announces incorporation
ST PETERSBURG –
A group of founding
members announced the
incorporation of St. Petersburg’s first cooperatively owned grocery
store. This group of citizens arose and formed
out of the New Deal for St
Pete, a locally based community group that reflects the actual needs
and wishes of city residents.
The New Deal for St
Pete grew out of the People’s Budget Review that
surveyed 1,400 residents
on how they would like to
see our city’s resources
used. One of four points
revealed was for funding
cooperative business development, emphasizing
the need for a community-owned grocery coop.
A small group interested in the idea of a grocery co-op came together
and attended the “Up and
Coming Grocery Co-op
Conference” in Milwaukee in March. This once
a year conference, attended by 60 grocery coops, is a high energy,
one-stop-shop for forming, opening and running
food co-ops.
This loosely formed
group, now identified as
the One Community Grocery Co-op and includes
Erica Harding, Judith
Turner and Leigh Davis,
returned home with a
new mission and with one
of the four $1,100 scholarships given out to attend

next year’s conference.
These new founding
members returned home
to start the process,
which on average takes
three years to open the
doors.
Florida has two other
grocery co-ops, New Leaf
in Tallahassee and Ever
‘man’s in Pensacola. The
One Community Grocery
Co-op is the third known
grocery co-op in Florida
and the first in St. Petersburg.
Forming a grocery
co-op can be a complicated process; the Food
Co-op Initiative, specializing in grocery co-op development, provides their
consulting service at no
charge and has been invited by the group to help
with the process.
About One Community Grocery Co-op
Founding members
have grown to include
leader Erica Hardison,
Royce Wheeler, Rick
Coleman, Judith Turner,
Winnie Foster, and
Sheral Redwood-Adams.
They meet weekly at
Pinellas Technical College in the newly formed

Food System Center to
plan the next steps for
building membership.
There is a well-defined process to form a
grocery co-op, with an initial milestone of enrolling
300 members that is expected to cost $225.
Florida Cooperative
Empowered Economic
Development
teaches
classes monthly at the
city’s business assistance
center known as the
Greenhouse, 440 Second
Ave. N and their satellite
location at the Enoch
Davis Center, 1118 18th
Ave. S.
One class per quarter
offered is “Steps to Starting a Grocery Co-op”
from 6-8 p.m. This class
reviews the process that
needs to be followed,
along with examples of
food co-ops and updates
on One Community Grocery Co-op.
To learn more about
joining the grocery co-op,
as a member, board member or a committee to
help the process, please
contact Judith Turner at
(727) 418-6121or Floridaceed@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
NCNWs’ Taste of the World Food Festival 2018
BY CYNTHIA JENKINS
Contributor

ST PETERSBURG —
The St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the National Council of Negro
Women, Inc. (NCNW) held
their Taste of the World
Food Festival at the Vista
Recreation Center last
month to overwhelming
success.
The recreation center
was transformed to an international culinary delight,
filled with more than 50
succulent and savory foods

and desserts that represented six countries including the United States,
China, Jamaica, Spain, Italy
and Cuba.
The Taste of the World
Food Festival drew a capacity crowd, packing the
house with hundreds of
youth and families from
around the Greater Tampa
Bay area. Eventgoers appreciated the cultural diversity, brightly colored and
printed fabrics and flags.
Friendly salutations and the
aroma of scrumptious

foods filled the room.
More than the delicious
food, the event provided a
perfect climate for peace,
happiness and laughter,
great conversations and
high spirited fellowship.
But let’s not forget about
the real reason is it was so
special — the partaking of
specialty dishes that everyone said was “finger-licking
good.”
With a nod to the
NCNW’s founder, Dr. Mary
McLeod Bethune, sweet
potato pie was on the menu,

which was said to be her favorite.
Entertainment for the
afternoon included soothing music with island soul
sweet steel drums by Chris
Garner, while Terrell “DJ
Tamik” Riley kept the good
times going with the latest
and greatest sounds.
The Black Pearls,
NCNW’s youth group, presented a synopsis of all
countries represented and
harmonious sounds, and
songs of praise rendered by
Voices
With
Visions

singers captivated and engaged audience participation.
The food festival is one
of many ways the St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section brings communities of
all cultures together. They
underscore the wealth of
resources, diverse families,
as well as preserving the
traditional values and
strengths that they all have
in common.
For every mountain,
you’ve brought us over! For
every trial, you’ve seen us

through! Once again God
showed up and showed out!
Many thanks to the
phenomenal 2018 Food
Festival committee under
the leadership of Chairperson Mae Welch, Co-chair
Cynthia Jenkins and the
Food Festival Committee
members: Gwendolyn Anderson, Allene GammageAhmed, Sandra Law,
Dorothy Milton, Joanne
Rainey
and
Valerie
Williams. Also, thanks to
the chairs and their team of
each country.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
On God’s mission
BY INDHIRA SUERO
ACOSTA
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
At the age of 10, Lucy
Oliver Williams lost her
father in an accident. That
event broke her but also
brought her closer to
God, which has led her on
a journey to fulfill His mission.
Now head of the
Women’s Ministry at Mt.
Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church,
where the Rev. Louis
Murphy Sr. tends his
flock, she moves effortlessly
between
the
church’s corridors as congregants look on in admiration.
With her long, flowy
dress, high heels and
large smile on her face,
she is indeed a woman of
God.
Nine years ago, she arrived from a small church,
wanting to sit in the crowd

and go unnoticed, but
God had other plans. He
put it into her heart to
lead a group of women
filled with faith and the
same love that she possesses for God.
Williams believes that
she’s on this earth to help
broken women. Through
bible’ study, she tries to
improve her soul to be
able to help others. She
defines herself as a prayer
warrior.
“Broken women —
there’s so many of us. We
walk around with a mask
and cover up the pain to
keep this special image of
a certain standard,”
Williams said. “God has
equipped me to help
women to remove the
mask and to become real
with themselves so they
can truly see God for who
he really is.”
Williams said she sees
the effects of black
women still suffering
from abuse years after

they were subjected to it.
The trauma of sexual,
physical and physiological
abuse wounds people to
the depths of their soul.
To her, black women
also struggle with building an image based on
vanity and greed. At the
same time, these females
haven’t dealt with their
past.
Different varieties of
brokenness show up on
Williams’ doorstep. Some
are in the shape of a bad
childhood, or a broken
marriage and some take
the form of a dysfunctional family life. On top of
it all, silence takes control
of these women, like a
stalking enemy.
“That’s what makes
the majority of African
Americans so depressed.
We struggled with so
much anxiety, low self-esteem. We have all that
among us and we put on
this facade that we got it
going on, and we don’t

have anything going on,”
she said.
Through the Women’s
Ministry, Williams and
other church members
try to meet the needs of
women by empowering
them. They visit pregnancy centers and to the
Community Action Stops
Abuse, the official domestic violence center in
Pinellas County. They sit
with these women and let
them express their pain
while showing them comfort through the scriptures.
The love of God has
been in Williams’ heart
ever since she can remember. She fondly recalls being a little girl of
about 10 and standing in
the corridors of Greater
Grand Central Missionary Baptist Church.
It was a church with a
small membership that
seemed more like a family. Every Sunday was a
celebration for her and

According to Lucy Williams, head of the
Women’s Ministry at the Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, black women need
to deal with their past.

her nine siblings. She remembers staying after
Sunday school and listening to her favorite scripture at Jeremiah 29:11:
For I know the plans I
have for you,” declares
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you
hope and a future.

Williams will continue to
do what God has planned
for her, and the women of
St. Pete will be the better
for it.
This story is part of a
50-article series honoring
black women in the Tampa
Bay area.
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the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the
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Vision: To be our community’s first
choice for workforce training.

FINANCIAL AID

ADMISSIONS
1. Take the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education).

• Financial aid, which consists of Federal and State grants,
and scholarships, is available to those who
qualify and can help cover the cost of a Pinellas
Technical College education.

2. Meet with a counselor to discuss your TABE results,
program interests and requirements.

• To apply for financial aid, complete the application
at www.fafsa.gov. The School Codes are 005605
(Clearwater campus) and 013917 (St. Petersburg campus).

New classes start five times per year: August,
October, January, April and June.

3. You may visit your program(s) of interest.
4. Apply for Financial Aid.

• Veterans and other eligible students may use their
Veterans (VA) benefits, including the Montgomery GI Bill
and Post 9/11 GI Bill, at Pinellas Technical College.

5. Complete registration form, confirm your
residency status, and pay for class.

• Pinellas Technical College accepts Florida Prepaid and the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

Accreditation by: Council on Occupational Education (COE) 7840 Roswell Road,
Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, Georgia 30350 770-396-3898 or 800-917-2081 and Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement
(SACS CASI), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033, (404) 679-4500
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Never give up on greatness
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG -No matter what obstacles
you face, your greatness
is not regulated by your
circumstances but by
your drive, determination
and dedication to succeed. This is something
that Tameika Johnson
knows well.
After a long, transformational journey, Johnson has triumphed,
graduating from St. Petersburg College with an
Associate of Arts Degree
despite all the odds
against her.
Johnson did well during her high school
years; however, circumstances would cause her
to slightly alter her life’s
course. It’s a journey,
and it’s just life.
During her sophomore year of high school,
she dropped out to have
her first child. Motivated
by her new arrival, she allowed her bundle of joy
to fuel her to continue to
achieve her goals.
Determined to complete her education,
Johnson enrolled in vocational school, earned her
GED and went on to obtain her Home Health
Aide certificate. She
began working in the
field almost immediately.
While life seemed to
be progressing, things
took a turn for the worst
in her early 20s. What
she would experience
would serve as a wake-up
call and one of the most
transformative lessons in
her life.
“I was charged with a

felony, and I lost out on a
lot of opportunities,” said
Johnson. “My family's
life was disrupted and I
knew then that I needed
and wanted to change
my life.”
Despite her circumstances, education remained
a
priority.
Though many years had
passed and more children were born, she
never lost sight of her
desire to earn a degree.
“My children were
getting older, and I
wanted to be a role model
for them because I know
education is important,”
explained Johnson. “I
walked into the St. Pete
College Midtown Keene
Center, and my college
journey began.”
However, life became
overwhelming midway
through her college journey and she almost gave
up everything that she
had worked so hard for.
Surrounded by people
who also recognized her
greatness, help was on
the way just when it all
seemed to be falling
apart.
“I wanted to walk
away from everything,
but Professor Ian Wilson
stepped in and sought assistance for me because
he saw my potential,”
Johnson
revealed.
“Through SPC's BayCare
counseling, I was able to
get the help I needed to
continue my journey.”
"Tameika's drive is
the exact force needed to
fulfill her destiny," stated
Wilson.
He was right. It's
Johnson’s drive that has

allowed her to raise a
family and persevere despite financial issues, setbacks and disabilities
while in college. She conquered with all odds
against her, and Wilson
wasn't the only one to notice.
"Tameika's
confidence and determination
have led her to many successes,” said Lisa M.
Gould, SPC accessibility
coordinator. “Future triumphs are inevitable for
her!"
After Johnson earns
her bachelor's degree in
business administration,
she plans to work within
the City of St. Pete Social
Services.
As she continues on
her journey, she reminds
herself to never take no
for an answer. Johnson is
a role model to her kids
and those who have been
through similar situations.
It’s noteworthy that
when you strive for greatness and never let life's
hurdles get in the way,
you will achieve everything you set your mind
to-- and then some.
Jah’tia Haynes contributed to this story.

C ONNECT W ITH U S !
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist Institutional Church

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

SERVICES
Sunday School: 8:30 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Sunday Worship Service: 9:30 a.m.
Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
The Rev. Josie Rose, Priest-in-Charge

Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m. every
Sunday
(Full breakfast served after service, $6.00)
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

............7:00 p.m.

Don't Miss It!

VBS
Preschool children to adults are invited to
take part in this fun-filled Bible Program. There
will be plenty of crafts, games, snacks, and—
most of all—Bible training to inspire everyone
to excel in everything they do!
Place: First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 3rd Avenue S, St. Petersburg, Fl. 33712
Date:
Time:

June 4-15, 2018

6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe
also in me. John 14:1
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, Rev.
Brian K. Brown, and congregation thank God for his continual mercy, grace and
abundant blessings. We strive
to give God our utmost praise
for the awesome gift of His
Son, Jesus Christ and extend
to our community an invitation
to share in our praise as we
pursue our mission of Creating a Bible-Based Haven of
Hope, Help, and Healing.
Pastor Brown is still
preaching one-word titled
messages, all beginning with
the letter ‘G’. This past week’s
message was “Genuine.” The
scriptural basis was Matthew
26:27-57. Pastor Brown asked
the question “How Can We
Maintain Genuineness in a
Disingenuous World?” With
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane as the background, we
learned that to maintain genuineness in a disingenuous

world we need to follow the example Jesus shows us from
the Garden of Gethsemane.
First, We Stay Connected to
The Father by Prayer, Secondly, We Stay Committed to
Follow the Purpose and third,
We Stay Conscious Not to
Fight the Process. As always,
we invite you to join us on Sundays at 10:45 to receive the full
depth of each message.
The Pizza Ministry was
rained out on last Monday, so
they’ve scheduled the final fun
and pizza in Child’s Park on
June 4 beginning at 6 pm. To
our members and neighbors
in Childs Park come out and
make the last gathering a
memorable time until next
Spring! St. Mark joined Mt.
Pilgrim and Mt. Calvary in this
month’s bowling challenge.
Unfortunately for St. Mark we
were unable to walk away with
another victory, but we say
congratulations to Mt. Calvary
for their win. Not to worry
we’ll be back next month.
There’s a lot coming up in

Pastor’s Corner
June: The Church will journey
over to Friendship to help celebrate their 90th Church Anniversary on June 6 @ 6 pm;
we will celebrate Pastor
Brown’s 23rd Pastoral Anniversary on June 10; the
Women of St. Mark will honor
the men of St. Mark with a
Country-Western Showdown
for Father’s Day on June 16;
the Church will honor this
year’s high school and college
graduates on June 24; and the
YAMs will sponsor an old
school night pool outing on
June 30.
Weekly Events:
Sunday School - Sundays
@9:30 a.m.
Worship Service - Sundays
@10:45 a.m.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) - Sundays @9:30 a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal - Sun. from 2-4 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study - Wed. @ 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study - Wednesdays @ 7 p.m.

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official
Boarding Pass. Where, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady Teresa L.
Evans (have a heart for the
people), the Official Family and
Members welcome you
aboard the SS Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The
Ship), we trust that your time
with us, first as an honored visitor/guest and if the Lord says
so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting our
with our Bread of Life Ministry
at 11:00 am, followed by
Wednesday in the Word (the
Learning Arm of our church)
at 12:00 noon and again at 7:00
pm. We drop our Anchor until
Sundays, where we set sail
again with our Early Morning
Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith) begins at 9:30 pm and finally our
Mid Morning Worship Service
at 10:45 am. All are Welcomed
to use this Boarding Pass to experience the “It;s just nice to be
nice” church. Don't sit out
church, God has Blessed us to
much, we owe Him at least a
Thank You.
“The Ship” won't sail without You! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street
South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 - Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available Call the Church at (727) 906-

8300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
THE CLASS OF 2018 –
GOD BLESS YOU ALL
CHURCH
SCHEDULED
EVENTS: The 90th Church
Anniversary Committee Meeting, every Monday at 7:00 pm.
ALL January (Reuben), February (Simeon)Tribe members
or any interested church member and ALL Ushers Ministries
members are encouraged to attend these meetings, thank
you, Brother Bobby Robinson
and Sister Claretha Tyson,
Chairpersons.
Show your love and support for our very own Sis.
Diane Hughes, she's back on
the Radio and this time she is
LIVE on 99.1 FM – Jamz
TOTAL PRAISE, from 9:00 am
until 12:00 pm.
Thursday, May 31, 2018 at
7:00 pm … There will be a Special Call Meeting for the following Music and Arts Ministries:
The Adult Mass Choir, The
Male Chorus, The Adult
Dance Ministry, The Youth
Dance Ministry and the Youth
Choir. Pastor is asking ALL of
the above ministries to please
plan now to attend. Your presence is Obligatory. This is a
Music and Arts Vision Casting
Ministry Meeting. Our Guest
Facilitator will be Dr. Kevin
Bernard Parrott, Minister of
Music, Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church.
The Key... Responsibility, Accountability, Dedication and
Commitment
90th Church Anniversary
KICK OFF – JNE 3, 2018.
VBS SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO BE REVISED: Monday, June 11, 2018, Tuesday,
June 12, 2018,
Wednesday, Post 90th
Church Anniversary, June 13,
2018 at 7:00 pm – Pastor Louis

M. Murphy, Sr., and the Mt.
Zion Progressive Baptist
Church Family. Thursday,
June 14, 2018 and Friday, June
15, 2018 – Closing.
Saturday, June 16, 2018 at
4:00 pm - Father's Day Dinner
for the Fathers of “The Ship,”
Theme: “The Legacy of a Father, Prov. 17:6”. Must start to
Register beginning this Sunday
(Atrium). The Women's Ministry, Sis. Cynthia Pierce, Ministry Leader are Hosting this
Annual Expression of Love for
the Men of Friendship.
National Baptist Convention, USA, Incorporated – Congress of Christian Education
Annual Session, June 18-22,
2018 to be held in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma.
West Coast News: West
Coast District Association,
Congress of Christian Education Annual Session, Theme:
Timothy 2:15... “Study to shew
thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth.”. Time to
make your Hotel Registration:
Holiday Inn Express Orlando,
5605 Major Boulevard, Orlando, Florida 32819, (407)
363-1333. Guest Room Commitment: West Coast Baptist
Association= 1 King Bed / 2
Double Beds, $101.00 and add
the state and local taxes currently 12.5% in effect of the time
of check in. Check In time is
4:00 pm and Check Out time is
11:00 am. Delegates will call
the hotel directly to book
rooms. This hotel is approximately 7 miles from the Mt.
Zion Missionary Baptist Institutional Church, Dr. Robert M.
Spooney, Pastor / West Coast
Congress President, 535 W.
Washington Street, Orlando,
Florida – (407) 423-0023.

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

The Power of Let
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly
in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord.” Colossians 3:16
As we read the biblical account of the history of how things came to be in Genesis 1,
God repeats over and over again in the
process of creation, “Let.” “Let” is often seen
as a passive word because it means to allow
things to be or to come into existence. It is
not as forceful like its counterpart, “make.”
As God said, “Let there be…” the universe responded to God’s words and brought into
being whatever God said. God is still speaking and the universe is still responding to
God’s words bringing into being whatever
God says. “…My word that goes forth out of
my mouth: it shall not return unto me void,
but it shall accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I
sent it (Isaiah 55:11).”
God has given us a voice to speak words
and the universe is responding to what we
speak in the atmosphere. There is power and
authority in our voice. Therefore, just as we
learned last week to be good stewards over
our minds and our thoughts, it is also important that we become good stewards over our
mouths and our words. “Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks
(Matthew 12:34).” Our minds and our
mouths work together to bring forth our har-

vest. Our thoughts and our words are in harmony to bring forth fruit.
Salvation is the awakening of the consciousness to the truth of who we are as sons
and daughters of God. “The Spirit itself bears
witness with our spirit that we are the children of God (Romans 8:16).” This awakening
exemplified through our Wayshower, Jesus,
the Christ. “If you confess with your mouth
and believe in your heart that God raised
Jesus from the dead, you will be saved (Romans 10:9-10).” It is the combination of the
mind/heart and the mouth that allows this
awakening to manifest in our daily lives.
Salvation is knowing that God loves you
and that no thought, word or action can
change that truth. It is a continual process
that takes place in three distinct stages: justification, sanctification and glorification (Romans 8:30-39). Salvation is an internal
knowing that “I and my Father are one” and
that nothing can separate me from the love
of God (John 10:30).” Let us begin and end
every day, “God loves me.” Repeat these
words throughout the day and let this Divine
Idea cleanse your consciousness from any erroneous ideas of shame, guilt, condemnation,
unworthiness or not being good enough. Let
this Divine Love heal you from sickness,
pain, disease, discomfort or dysfunction. Let
this love empower you to release any limiting
beliefs of lack, limitation, poverty or there not
being enough.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
15 entrepreneurs jumped into the tank.
SHARK, from front page

“They have shown me
the need for additional educational services,” she
expressed.
Twenty-year-old Jakara
Fitzpatrick presented First
Class Adventures, an afterschool transport service
for parent and students.
His idea stemmed from
his mother being a single
parent and working two
jobs.
“She wasn’t always
able to balance our demanding
schedules.
Watching her struggles,
First Class was born.”
Marquis Matt, the 24year-old mastermind behind Natural Endings
Interment Solutions, acknowledged that his family’s experience in the
funeral business paved the
way to his conception of an
eco-friendly burial solutions company.
Rolando Sims, an 18-

year-old entrepreneur with
a mobile auto detailing
business, also mentioned
his family’s influence. “I
got started from working
with my family at car
washes and outside cleaning up the house.”
Funded by Bon Secours Health Systems, 2020
CATCH Lite is one component of the 2020 Plan’s vision to reduce poverty by
30 percent in south St. Petersburg by the year 2020.
“I am truly honored to
be able to provide this to
young entrepreneurs because this is really an inaugural moment for a lot of
them in their businesses,”
noted Deborah FiggsSanders, co-chair of the
2020 Plan Taskforce.
She feels the program
has helped the participants to blossom and the
competition pushed them
to prepare.

“There was that little
extra stress to do it right,
knowing that they were
doing it in front of people…and people who
might want to invest in
their business,” FiggsSanders said, adding that
the whole exercise was
transforming for them as
well as informative for the
community.
Albert Lee, president
and CEO of the Tampa
Bay Black Business Investment
Corporation
(TBBBIC), which offers
the CATCH Program, said
he was very impressed
with what he saw.
“Most of them were
well prepared, and I really
believe that many of these
are going to end up being
businesses that we’re
going to see. And I’m certainly looking forward to
them potentially coming to
us as clients.”

Tahisia Scantling, an
independent
business
consultant with the TBBBIC who led the three St.
Petersburg CATCH cohorts, was excited about
the opportunity this program affords young entrepreneurs.
“We hope that they will
continue to expand and
grow their businesses and
eventually come back to
the Tampa Bay Black
Business Investment Corporation for funding.”
While the competition
was stiff, final awards were
presented as follows:
1st Place - Unisha
Bullard, Divide & Conquer Tutoring LLC ($750)
2nd Place - Keyaries
Davis & Curtis Blakey,
Legacy Social Media Management ($500)
3rd Place - Isha
Joseph, Isha’s Glitter &
Giggles ($250)

Honorable Mention Marquis Matt, Natural
Endings Internment Solutions ($250)
Upon successful completion of the nine-week
CATCH Lite training series, the SHARK TANK
Lite competition, and the
completion of a business
action plan, each entrepreneur will be presented
with a $2,000 stipend
funded by Bon Secours
Health Systems and the
2020 Fund.
The five judges for the
evening were Jessica
Elierman, Greenhouse

Manager for the City of St.
Petersburg; Chitra Naidu,
Bon Secours Health Systems; J. P. DuBuque, St.
Petersburg Area Economic Development Corporation; Annie Tyrell,
Annie’s Beauty Supply,
LLC and Ramon Hernandez, Callaloo Group, LLC.
We wish all the participants in this year’s Catch
Lite Program great success in the future, and
we’re looking out for big
things from each of you!
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com.

